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Welcome to 8152 Kirkwood Drive in Laurel Canyon!

I hope you found this home without too much trouble. Check in time is after 4pm.  Check out is at 11am.  If these times do not work for you, please let us know ahead of time and we will do our best to work with you (it will depend on how close together guests arrive and depart of course).  Unauthorized late check -outs will be charged as the cleaning service will charge us for a needed return time (if they show up, we have to pay for a full service).

Neighborhood:

This is a great neighborhood with a lot of history.  Just down the street to the right of the Country Store, there is a dark wood house with a bell.  This is the late Jim Morrison’s house.  The current owner has preserved many things from those times, including a shower downstairs with notes from women all over the shower wall with things like “I love you Jim!” scrawled haphazardly.  This house was built in 1922 and was one of the original 10 settlement houses.  The wealthy Angelenos in the 1920’s used these homes in the neighborhood as summer homes and hunting lodges.

This home has quite a history, which I am currently researching. Previous owners include an (original) Charlie’s Angel, and an actor from the Soap Opera Young and the Restless (those were just the last two!).  In January, 2007 the house next door burned to the ground. It was rebuilt from the ground up, but we managed to preserve the best of the bathroom that was featured on the cover of HOME, with updates.  It was completed in late 2008.  This home had a little bit of damage, but was rewarded with many upgrades, new blinds, paint, furniture and TVs (
North on Laurel Canyon (up the street) of us is Mullholland Drive and as you start going over Mullholland on Laurel Canyon you enter “the Valley”.  South of us (Sunset Blvd and below) is West Hollywood.

Down the street, at the intersection/ streetlight closest to the house is the Canyon Country Store …they have pretty much anything you can need- groceries, sundries and even a deli.  From early morning until about 2 pm, tables are set up on the patio and they have espresso drinks and pastries available from Lily.  It is a good place to people watch. Be cautious of Los Angeles drivers flying down the hill in a hurry, as there are no sidewalks…just stay in view of oncoming cars. A previous guest recently let us know that they carried a flashlight when they walked up and down the street at night (it made them feel better about being seen).   We do have a flashlight in the home that you are welcome to use, but please make sure that you return it as we have it there for emergencies (i.e. power outages to earthquakes- not that we have felt on in Laurel Canyon in the last decade…for some reason the houses will shake down on Sunset and you won’t feel a thing here.  The fire department told us that we are on a gigantic piece of granite).

At 8000 Sunset (2 lights down the hill), you will find a Trader Joe’s (Groceries), Crunch (Gym), Pinkberry (frozen yogurt), Veggie Grill, Burke Williams (Spa), Starbucks, a Movie Theatre, CB@ and other shopping (Website: http://www.8000sunset.com/)
The Laurel Canyon Gallery is also a wonderful place to visit without battling traffic: 2128 Laurel Canyon …you can walk!  www.laurelcanyongallery .com

Also, directly at the Kirkwood/ Laurel Canyon junction is a Dry Cleaners which also provides fluff and fold services.  
Downstairs from the Country Store is the restaurant Pace (pronounced Poch-ay)…great food, celebrity spotting and music on some nights.  It is very local, and feels that way when you walk in- however if you are there any time after 6pm, you will probably need a reservation, it’s a popular place.  The phone number for reservations is: 323-654-8583.

Sunset strip is just south of us, an easy cab ride away- so if you are going out to the bars or clubs, taking a cab is safe and you won’t save money by driving as parking runs 10-15$...you will also avoid getting pulled over.

If you would like to have mail sent to you here, your mailing address is 8152 Kirkwood Dr. LA CA 90046.

Please always use caution on the stairs.

Please, never smoke in the house.  If you must, please do so on the patio (the concrete one off the kitchen, not the wood deck on the upper level) and do not leave cigarette remains.  Keep in mind the fire hazards in this canyon and don’t smoke on the balconies of the bedrooms, it could cause a fire that burns down the neighborhood.  Thank you for your caution in this matter.

Sprinklers:  They come on (alternating) days around 7:30am for about 3-5 minutes per station.
Where is the Beach?

Beaches:  Southern California has many beaches to choose from but here is an article about our 5 favorite beaches, courtesy of Daily Candy- we just happen to agree!  The easiest and prettiest way to the Ocean?  Just head down the hill and turn right on Sunset Blvd. you will be heading west and will run straight into Malibu while taking in the sights of Bel Air an Brentwood Neighborhoods. The less scenic, but faster route to the water?  Turn right on Sunset Blvd., then left on La Cienega to the 10 Freeway.  Go west and Exit at 4th Street.  Make a left, then turn right on Pico (there is a gas station there).  You will see the water and make your choice (this drops you off the in Casa Del Mar/Santa Monica Pier/ Venice Beach areas.  Keep in mind, the freeways are never faster if you are traveling during traffic times.  And that includes late weekend mornings when it is sunny in LA.
Inside 8152 Kirkwood Drive:
Laundry: You are welcome to use the washer and dryer located in the laundry room downstairs.  Be sure to clean out the lint filter.  We have had guests let it accumulate for over 9 weeks.  This is a fire hazard. Due to mandatory water conservation, please run only full loads of laundry.

Electrical:  You may discover remnants of original electrical wiring from the 1920s.  The downstairs bathroom has a box, for instance (it is just there for history’s sake, and can’t be removed but is not functional ;).  But the updates/ code electrical has been done and the fuse box is outside of the downstairs exterior door.  In the upstairs bathroom, the outlet is in a strange place, inside the medicine cabinet- where you may never look for it).  We can’t add another for various reasons, and we can’t move it.  But I wanted to make sure that you know that it is there.  I didn’t personally know for two years!
Heater:

This house is equipped with central Heat.  Any leakage or trouble, please call the gas company immediately- they are open 24 hours a day 1-800-427-2200.  
Air: 

The best form of cooling is opening the windows and French doors- as there is a lovely breeze that comes through, especially in the mornings and after the sun goes down.  Of course there is always the central AC, but then you miss the much nicer climate and outdoor scents that go along with the seasons.  This is not Arizona!  We recently had guests leave open the doors and windows while running the AC and ran the electrical bill up $700 for the month.  It was an unpleasant surprise for everyone.  If you use the AC, please make sure that you close the doors and windows.
Please make sure you always turn off your electricity when you depart especially your burners, heater, or Air Conditioner on the way out...the Canyon is beautiful, but as you can see, with all the greenery and trees, a fire hazard.  Aside from the fire hazard, and general care of our planet, California is experiencing an energy crisis, as you likely know.  Even in the hottest or coldest Southern California temperatures the house will be at your desired temperature within a few minutes of your return- so please do not run the air conditioner or heater while you are away or with the doors and windows open. This may seem obvious to many, but you would be surprised.  Our state is also on Mandatory Water Conservation which makes for costly overages for more than very moderate usage.  So if you are normally the person who leaves on the lights in rooms you don’t occupy, or run the water the entire time you brush your teeth, please make sure that you practice eco- friendliness while you are here.  Thank you!  Curious about California Issues? http://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/cms/ladwp011945.pdf 
If you have forgotten incidentals, you will find a wide variety in the bathroom cabinet.  Anything else you surely can find down the street at the Country Store.  There are two rolls of toilet paper, a roll of paper towels also provided for your use.  All linens have been double- washed for your comfort.

There are about 12 movies channels available, and many, many other channels available, including music.  Simply press “menu” on your remote control and it will help lead you through the vast choices.  The four triangle arrows on the remote help you move around the menu, and the middle round “select” button assists you in selecting your choices.  The DVD/ CD player is available for your use.

The hardwood floors need special care and caution.  Please avoid dragging luggage, bags or furniture across them.
Although we are in the middle of the city- there is wildlife in this neighborhood…deer, raccoons, possums, and tree rats (size of small mice/ gerbils-look a bit like the pet store variety) …use caution if you have a small pet with you- coyotes come out at night and are not kind to cats and small dogs, especially.

Rubbish:

Garbage bins are located at the end of the driveway, and it gets picked up on Thursday mornings.  The trash bins must be on the street (off of the curb) or the trash guys will ignore it.  Also, be sure to put the bins back on the curb area ASAP, or people will run them over, and it’s a pain to have them replaced.  Green is for greenery (ie/ tree branches, for the gardeners ONLY), blue is for recyclables ONLY and black is for general rubbish.  Thank You.  

Parking: 

FEEL FREE TO PARK IN FRONT OF THE GARAGE (the sign applies to everyone but the guest staying in the home).  You may want to move your car for trash pick up on Thursday mornings though.  Please do not park in front of 8152’s garage, that is for guests that are staying in that home. Parking is available on Kirkwood (on the downhill side) – beware of the red areas and on “Little Laurel” across the street- it is a one way street.  (  If you have guests for any reason that are desperate to park (rarely, if ever happens) they can always use Pace’s valet parking across the street (I think it is around five dollars).  Parking in the garage is not feasible for short term guests (you will understand why when you see it, parking in front of the garage is the simplest, fastest, safest way to park during your stay.  Make sure your car is facing downhill and no more than 18 inches from the curb (parking enforcement looks for cars whose rear end is sticking out into the street for parking tickets). 
Repairs:  If any repair service, cable co. or the like needs to enter the house during your stay, I will make sure to contact you to give you notice.  Anything that can wait until you depart, will be put off.

Books:  You are welcome to read the books in the house(. Please leave the hardback books in the house.  Paperback books are open for exchange if you like. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE OUR LAUREL CANYON OR LOCAL BOOKS (i.e. Zagat Guides etc.).  You can order them off of Amazon if you love them as much as we do.
Internet: High speed wireless internet is available for your use, as is local phone service, free of charge.   If you have a wireless card, wireless service is available to you.  A Cable internet cable is available for your use, it is located on the shelf over the desk in the upstairs bedroom. The replacement charge for this cable is $49. Time Warner is the provider (for both digital cable and internet), so technical questions should be addressed to them.  1-888-TW-CABLE. The phone number the account is listed under is 323-459-5685 and it is under Kristie Halsey at this address. Please do not unplug the modem or router located over the desk for any reason except to reboot (it routes the entire property).  Thanks.

Most glitches can be figured out by simply shutting down your computer, turning off the modem, and unplugging the router.  Then give it a couple of minutes and plug the modem back in, give it a few seconds and then plug the router back in.  Go ahead and turn on your computer.  That will usually get ours to sync back up.  That’s about as helpful as I can be with technical assistance.  There is no password needed to access the internet.  You should also be able to pick up next door’s signal as a backup, our two homes are actually on different lines- which means if one is down, the other usually works!
Digital/ HD TV: Time Warner Digital Cable Lineup:  You can view in person on the easy- navigate onscreen menu, or go to http://www.TimeWarnerCable.com/Socal/ChannelLineups
Phone:  You will need to use a calling card for long distance.  The local phone number for this line is 323-656-8773.  There is a cordless phone upstairs in the office area/ bedroom and a phone downstairs in the bedroom.  This line accepts INCOMING long distance. An iron and ironing board is available to you, they should be in the downstairs bedroom.

A washer and dryer is available for your convenience.  If you prefer to have someone else do it, the cleaner on the corner has a fluff and fold service (laurel Canyon Dry Cleaners).  If you do use the washer and dryer, please make sure to empty the lint filter every time you do a load of laundry and do only full loads.  We have had guests let it go for up to 9 weeks, and that can cause a fire hazard.

There is a $29 lost key charge.  If you chose to use the garage, you will be given an automatic garage door opener (most guests just park in front of the garage, its much easier).  The replacement cost for this is $129.

Parties:  This may sound severe, but we have found that it is the only way to encourage guests to follow the rule:  No Parties.  Any unauthorized parties will forfeit their deposit and will be responsible for any damages to our home.  Your booking form gives you opportunity to note who is staying in the home, and for how long.

House security system (if you chose to use it- most do not- if you do, you’ll need to let us know at time of booking):  When you wake up in the morning, before opening ANY doors (including the kitchen French doors), please switch off the system or the police will arrive! False alarms are subject to fines by the police.   If you would like it to be on during your stay, let us know and we will give you further details. (ADT is the servicer of the system).  Please take the keyfob with you (watch those buttons in purses etc.) The replacement cost for the keyfob is $129 as well.

For any plumbing/ water heater or the like Issues, please try contacting me first and if you are unable to do so, please call:  Mr. Rooter Plumbing Service.  They are open 24 hours per day, 7 days a week.  Phone: 818-252-0373.  Note of caution:  calling for clogged toilets are often found to be something the guest has dropped in the toilet or has used an excessive amount of toilet paper etc.  If it is found that the reason for clogging is as a result of tenant misuse, you will be charged.  There is a plunger available for you to use before calling the plumbing service.  It is usually a sixty second (free) fix ( 
Things to do:  The drawer in the kitchen full of maps, menus and hints from previous guests on things to do, but it seems to migrate according to guest preferences.  There are also many links on our homepage at www.homesoflaurelcanyon.com to get tickets for sporting events, Hollywood Bowl, horseback riding and theatre tickets.  Have a wonderful holiday!

If you have any questions or concerns, you can reach me at info@homesoflaurelcanyon.com , or 323-459-5685.  I will do my best to get back to you ASAP.  For property management type issues, in emergencies or regarding payment if I am out of town, please contact Josh (our property manager) at 323-491-4455.  

UPON DEPARTURE:

Please make sure that you leave no more than two loads of laundry for the cleaning service, or it results in excess fees as they charge $20 per hour to do excess laundry- and you likely know how long a load takes to wash, dry and fold.  Larger groups/ families will be the ones that need to make special note of this.

Please strip the beds and put all linens and towels on the floors at the base of the beds. Please complete at least one load of linens before you depart (in the dryer is fine if you are in a hurry- it is waiting for drying that costs us much in excess fees).  

If you used an insta-bed or futon, please return to its proper position or storage bag (deflated).   If you have rearranged furniture in any way, please replace it to its original position. Please place all of your used dishes in the dishwasher and run it. Speaking of which, try to use the garbage versus the sink for food rubbish, we have had one call to many for overstuffed garbage disposals( Future guests appreciate condiments and unused items that do not perish quickly.  But please do not leave doggie bags, leftovers on plates, opened juice or milk, etc.  Trash needs to be removed and placed in the trash bins on street level.  Please turn off electricity/heat/ air on your way out and place the keys in the pre-designated place.  Thank You.

Helpful note on what the cleaning service does not provide and additional charges will apply:

· Moving Furniture

· Excess trash 

· Excess Cleaning
· Black scuff marks or handprints on walls (easy fix? Instant hand sanitizer removes black scuff marks well!)

· Cigarette Butts/ Ozone machine

· Additional sleep arrangements (i.e. insta bed/ additional mattress/ futon)

Please sign the guestbook on your way out.  Feel free to leave comments on the fun things you did or saw “must do’s” or pointers for future guests (.  Any concerns found during your stay should be directed to Josh, our Property Manager at 323- 491-4455 or Kristie at info@homesoflaurelcanyon.com 323-459-5685.  If you would like to send comments or suggestions after your stay, feel free to email them.

Billing Information:  Your credit card statement will show HLC-Homes of Laurel Canyon if you used your card for payment or authorization.

Lastly, we request that you kindly notify us immediately of any broken, missing, damaged or misbehaving appliances.  Arriving guests can be inconvenienced by previous guest’s oversights and replacing/ repairing last minute can be tedious.  Many things can be a much lower charge to you if we know right away.  Last minute items are often far more expensive (and we have to pay someone outside of their normal hours to run and get said items).  Our service does keep inventory of items, but on occasion, things can be missed.

Credit Card Chargebacks:  If you have a dispute with something charged to your credit card, please contact us immediately.  Frivolous chargebacks (i.e., you broke the coffee pot, didn’t let us know and we charged you for it, and you really broke it) will be charged a minimum of $250.  Why?  It takes us several hours to respond to chargebacks (even small ones) and a lot of nuisance.  It may seem and easy way to get out of a charge, but it isn’t.  What takes you seconds to do online can drag on for weeks and months, especially on our end.  So please be considerate if you have a disagreement over a charge.  We don’t charge willy- nilly, just for actual costs.
Please enjoy our beautiful home and know that so much work and care has gone into making this home far better than it was before.  Simple caution can prevent a tragedy similar to the one that occurred last year and we have been rebuilding for all of this time (guests left the heating on with stacks of paper (scripts) and bed sheets etc. covering the heating vents and burned this home to the ground).  This is a very temperate climate and there is very little need to have the heat or air running while you are away.  The temperature will change immediately once you turn it on if you wish upon your return.  There is a fire extinguisher in the kitchen, please make sure that you locate it when you check in.  I am sorry if we sound overly cautious, but I am also sure that you can see why (
I truly hope that you enjoy your stay!
Warmest Regards,

Kristie 

8152 Kirkwood Drive





Welcome to Laurel Canyon





Hollywood Hills (Los Angeles), California 90046
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